Comparison of broth dilution and semisolid agar dilution for in vitro susceptibility testing of Cryptococcus neoformans.
We compared the in vitro activity of amphotericin B, flucytosine, itraconazole, fluconazole, ketoconazole and miconazole against 18 strains of Cryptococcus neoformans by using two methods: microbroth dilution and semisolid agar dilution. By both of the methods minimum inhibitory concentrations (MICs) showed a wide range for all antifungal agents but not for amphotericin B. Statistically significant differences between the two methods were observed only with amphotericin B and flucytosine, p = 0.048 and p = 0.045 respectively. Our study suggests that azole susceptibility testing for C. neoformans may be performed by the broth microdilution as well as the semisolid agar test. The choice of the method when testing amphotericin B and flucytosine is more problematic.